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INTERIM,  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1940. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  Disirict  Council  of  Worsley. 

September,  1941. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  second  interim  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District.  Again  the  Ministry 
of  Health  have  suggested  that  reports  should  be  confined  to 
essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  allected  the  Public  Health 
during  the  year. 

On  the  31st  March,  1940,  Doctor  Flitcroft,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  resigned,  and  the  Council  decided  to  appoint  a  Medical 
Officer  who  was  a  whole-time  officer  of  the  Public  Health  Service, 
employed  by  the  County  Council,  and  not  engaged  in  private 
practice.  This  has  the  advantage  of  freeing  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  from  the  ties  of  general  practice  and  facilitating  the 
co-operation  between  the  health  services  administered  by  the 
County  Council  and  those  administered  by  the  District  Council. 

Doctor  Flitcroft,  who  still  continues  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Tyldesley,  and  who  is  also  engaged  in  private  practice, 
introduced  the  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme.  This  subject  has 
now  become  very  important,  and  the  Council  did  well  to  accept 
his  advice  and  thus  place  themselves  in  the  company  of  enlightened 
public  health  authorities. 

I  have  to  record  with  regret  the  loss  of  the  services  of  Mr. 
W.  Allen,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  He  has  completed  forty  years 
service  with  the  Council,  and  now  retires  on  superannuation.  Mr. 
Allen’s  excellent  record  of  service  is  well-known.  He  successfully 
carried  out  his  ideals  of  service  to  his  Authority  and  loyalty  to 
his  colleagues.  He  was  a  courteous  and  efficient  officer,  a  man 
who  never  sought  publicity,  but  who  knew  all  the  activities  of 
the  District,  and  who,  without  officiousness,  effectively  instructed 
the  inhabitants  in  the  better  ways  of  sanitation  and  health.  It  is 
hoped  that  he  will  enjoy  a  long  and  happy  and  well  deserved 
retirement. 
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SECTION  A.— GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

A  full  year  of  war  has  passed  and  we  are  fortunate  to  be  able 
to  say  that  the  general  provision  of  health  services  for  the  District 
has  been  well  maintained.  Though  necessarily  curtailed  in  matters 
such  as  housing  construction,  the  services  have  expanded  in  other 
directions,  such  as  diphtheria  immunisation.  The  complete  cessa¬ 
tion  of  building-  is  a  serious  matter,  and  one  which  will  be  felt  to 
an  increasing  degree  as  time  goes  on.  Many  people  need  rehous¬ 
ing,  a  larger  number  need  better  housing,  and  we  all  need  those 
domestic  improvements  and  facilities  which  were  being  steadily 
provided  by  public  and  private  enterprise. 

The  year  has  been  characterised  by  the  establishment  of  a 
regular  diphtheria  immunisation  service.  Nearly  one  thousand 
children  in  the  District  have  been  immunised  within  twelve  months, 
a  remarkable  achievement,  and  yet  not  good  enough  to  eliminate 
this  unnecessary  illness.  The  Council  has  given  every  encourage¬ 
ment,  aided  by  the  medical  practitioners  who  treat  the  children 
at  the  clinics. 

There  has  been  no  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

No  gross  changes  in  the  population  have  occurred,  but  there 
is  a  larger  number  of  residents  than  last  year;  there  has  been  no 
overcrowding. 


WORSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Table  L  -  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Area — 7,242  acres. 

Population — Registrar  Generabs  estimate  of: — 

(a)  resident  population  mid  1940  ...  24,900 

(b)  average  population  for  calculation 

of  death  rates  1940  ...  ...  24,900 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Books  at  the  end  of 
1940—7,806. 

Rateable  Value  1940 — £137,670. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1940 — £523. 
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Table  II.  -  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1940. 


Live 

Births 


Total  M.  F. 

I  Legitimate  ...  391  193  198 

j  Illegitimate  ...  8  2  6 

Total  ...  399  195  204 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population — 16.0. 


\ 


/ 


Still  Births 


18  8  10  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births — 43.1. 


Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  360  166  194  Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  average 
population — 14.4.  * 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ; — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  1  death.  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live 

Other  puerperal  causes  2  deaths.  and  still)  births — 7.2. 

3  deaths. 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  40.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  40.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 


*1940  adjusted  death  rate  (areal  copiparability  factor  1.02) 
14.7  per  1,000. 


'File  Birth  Rate  (IG.O)  and  the  adjusted  Death  Rate  (14.7)  are 
l)oth  slig-htly  higher  than  those  lor  Fdigland  and  Wales  (14,6  and 
14.3  respectively). 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  of  7.2  Is  much  higher  than  that 
for  the  Country  (2.1).  It  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  figures 
obtained  in  any  one  year  arc  too  small  to  be  significant.  The 
rate  during  the  five  years  11)36  to  1940  is  4.69,  compared  with 
2.97  for  England  and  Wales. 

Idle  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (40)  is  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (55). 

ddiere  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year. 
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Table  III.  -  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1940. 
CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  CAUSES. 


Males 

Females 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

- 

Influonzu  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

2 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ... 

3 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis  -  other  forms 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

- 

1 

Cancer  (mouth  and  oesophagus) 

2 

1 

,,  (stomach  and  duodenum) 

5 

2 

,,  (breast) 

- 

3 

,,  (other  sites)  . 

12 

12 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

4 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

33 

42 

Heart  Disease 

40 

41 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

20 

23 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

4 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

- 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

5 

Nephritis 

3 

2 

Puerperal  and  post-abortional  Sepsis 

- 

1 

Other  Maternal  causes 

- 

2 

Premature  Birth  . . 

"  2 

6 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries 

2 

2 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  accidents  ... 

3 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

4 

All  other  causes 

11 

18 

All  Causes:- 

166 

194 

Total  ...  360. 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALFH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


There  has  been  no  important  ehang-e  in  these  provisions 
(luring  the  year. 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations 


were  made  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  Diphtheria  .  38. 

(2)  Enteric  Fever  .  1. 

(3)  Tuberculosis  .  1. 

(4)  Haemolytic  Streptococci  .  2. 

(5)  Milk  : — 

(a)  Biological  .  34. 

(3  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli). 

(b)  Bacteriological  .  37. 


(11  found  to  be  unsatisfactory). 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — These  are  provided  by  arrangement 
with  the  Manchester  Collieries,  472  calls  for  accident  cases  and 
private  removals  were  received.  The  charge  to  the  Council  was 
£4:36  for  the  year. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY,  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE,  RIVERS  AND 
STREAMS. — A  15  in.  and  a  4  in.  water  main  were  broken  bv  enemv 
action,  along  with  an  adjoining  sewer  ;  the  latter  flooded  the  mam 
w  ith  crude  sewage.  Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  under¬ 
took  repairs  and  sterilisation  with  strong  concentrations  of 
chlorine.  It  was  requested  that  a  bacteriological  report  be 
obtained  before  allowing  the  water  to  be  used  for  drinking  purposes 
and  it  was  six  weeks  before  the  restored  supply  gave  reasonably 
satisfactory  figures  in  regard  to  bacterial  counts. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. — ]\Tq  changes  have  occurred. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  .  1138. 

Defects  and  Nuisances  .  248. 

Defects  and  Nuisances  abated  .  212. 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  Nil. 


BUG  INFESTED  HOUSES. — Two  houses  were  disinfested  by 
Messrs.  Cimex  Limited,  Manchester. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING 


Defects  which  have  been  found  or  notified  have  received 
attention. 

One  case  of  overcrowding-  was  reported  and  dealt  with  ;  seven 
and  a  hall  persons  were  found  to  occupy  only  two  bedrooms, 

SECTION  E,— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


(a)  Licences. — The  following-  licences  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Orders  1936  and  1938  have 
been  issued  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(1) 

Bottling  . 

Nil. 

(2) 

Distribution  . 

1. 

Accredited  Milk 

(1) 

Bottling  . 

(2) 

Distribution  . 

Pasteurised  Milk 

(1) 

Plants  . 

Nil. 

(2) 

Retail  Distributors  . 

3. 

(b)  Dairies,  Milk  Shops. — There  are  eighteen  milk  pur¬ 
veyors,  other  than  cow-keepers.  Regular  inspections 
of  thie  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 

(c)  Farms. — There  are  33  dairy  farms  and  620  cows  in 
the  District.  All  the  farms  were  inspected  at  least 
twice  during  the  year  with  a  view  tO'  cleanliness, 
limewashing  and  structural  condition.  The  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  the  cows  and  of  the  milkers  was  also  watci-ied, 
together  with  methods  for  sterilising  the  utensils, 
cooling,  bottling-  and  sterilising-  the  milk.  One  series 
of  inspections  took  place  just  before  the  cows  were 
housed  for  the  winter. 

(d)  Samples. 

(1)  For  tuberculous  milk  (on  behalf  of  the  County 

Council) — 34  samples — 3  contained  tubercle 

bacilli. 

(2)  For  bacterial  content — 

37  samples — 11  unsatisfactory. 

Immediate  improvement  occurred  after  visits  to  the  farms 
producing  milk  with  a  high  bacterial  content. 
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MEAT  SUPPLY. — All  local  slang  liter-houses  ceased  to  be  used 
on  Sunday  midnight,  the  1-tth  January,  1940. 

Because  ol  rationing,  the  meat  supply  and  distribution  became 
centralised,  and  there  is  now  very  little  local  slaughtering.  It  is 
still  very  necessary  to  inspect  meat  coming  into  the  shops. 

277  lbs.  were  surrendered  during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING. — No  cases  were  notified  by 
general  practitioners  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which 
came  into  force  in  October,  1939. 

BAKEHOUSES,  FOOD  SHOPS,  FISH  FRYERS  AND  MEAT 
SHOPS. — Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above 
premises  throughout  the  year. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Measles  and  whooping"  coug"h  were  notifiable  throughout  the 
year.  The  cases  were  widespread,  and  measles  was  very  prevalent 
in  the  second  half  of-  the  year. 


There  were  only  eight  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the 
3’ear,  compared  with  fifteen  during  the  previous  year. 

Five  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified ;  a  similar 
number  occurred  last  year. 


By  arrangement  with  the  County  Police,  diphtheria  antitoxin 
is  now  stored  at  Walkden  Police  Station,  as  well  as  at  the  Town 
Hall.  It  is  available  day  and  night  for  doctors  in  the  District. 


Table  IV. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

66 

47 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 

croup] 

8 

6 

Enteric  Fever  Tncluding  paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

283 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

15 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Erysipelas... 

3 

— 

Septic  Chicken-pox 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  cases  ... 

403 

57 
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TABLE  V.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 

I  Cases  Notified. 

Total  - — - 

cases  Years. 
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bSPHTHEniA  IMMUNISATION. — A  scheme  for  diphtheria  immu¬ 
nisation,  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  was  commenced  in  January,  1940.  The  County 
Council  pay  half  the  cost  and  allow  the  use  of  their  School  Clinic 
for  the  treatment  and  provide  nursing-  assistance ;  clerical  assist¬ 
ance  is  provided  by  the  District  Council.  Children  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  15  are  treated.  Three  doses  of  toxoid  antitoxin 
floccules  are  injected  under  the  skin  of  the  arm  at  intervals  of  a 
fortnight ;  this  material,  although  more  expensive  than  others 
which  are  available,  very  rarely  produces  any  untoward  reaction. 

A  rota  of  medical  practitioners  has  been  drawn  up  and  they 
treat  groups  of  35-50  children  at  a  session.  The  children  are 
usually  accompanied  by  their  parents.  The  doctor  is  paid  31/6 
per  session. 

The  scheme  has  been  made  known  and  explained  by  leaflets 
sent  to  parents  and  schools,  by  advertisement  and  special  posters 
and  in  the  local  Press. 

During  the  12  months — January  to  December,  1940,  922 
children  were  immunised.  Of  these,  227  were  under  school  age. 
It  is  specially  important  for  children  under  school  age  to  be  treated. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  children  immunised  at  the  Clinic, 
there  are  many  immunised  by  their  own  doctor  privately.  It  is 
difficult  to  assess  this  figure,  but  it  must  be  considerable,  because 
nearly  all  the  doctors  in  the  District  have  been  doing  it  for  years. 
Assuming  it  is  only  5%  as  a  very  conservative  estimate,  it  means 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  not  less  than  40%  of  the  children  in  the 
District  have  been  immunised.  This  is  good  progress,  but  we 
must  have  70%  immunised  before  diphtheria  can  be  stamped  out. 

DISINFECTION.— 113  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  use  of 
Formaldehyde  Gas  after  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  VI. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1940. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW 

^  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

1 

Resp’Fy 

non-RespT’ry 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’try’ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years  0 — 1 

1—5  . 

1 

1 

1 

Q 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  0 lU  ... 

„  10  15  . 

i 

„  15—20 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

„  20—25  . 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

„  25—35  . 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

„  35  45  . 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

„  45—55  . 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

„  55—65 . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  65  &  upwards  ... 

1 

"■ 

1 

Totals 

18 

7 

7 

5 

3 

6 

1 

1 

37 

11 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1940.— 

These  Reg-ulations  require  partieulars  of  all  male  persons  of  certain 
specified  a^es  who  have  been  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  ;  the  object  is  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Medical  Boards  for  enlistment  in  His  Majesty’s 
Forces.  Twelve  names  were  notified  in  1940. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — The  law  relating-  to  smoke  abatement 
has  been  temporarily  relaxed. 

CANAL  BOATS. — Fourteen  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  There  was 
no  overcrowding  and  no  women  or  children  were  living  on  board 
the  boats. 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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